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1. Why is it important for CLIL teachers to think about the sequential  
        aspect of their teaching?   
 
 
2.    What do we mean by a (didactic) sequence? 
 
 
3.    Can we identify the stages of a sequence? 
 
 
4.    Can we identify the types of activities that predominate at these    
        stages? 
 
5.    Can we identify the types of language that predominate at these    
        stages? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Q: What is a classroom ‘activity’? 

A: Whatever it is, it never exists in 
isolation.  

 
Something precedes an activity,  

and something succeeds it 

Activity 
Something 

before 
Something 

after 



Not necessarily linear….. 
 

But new topics always exploit 
previous knowledge….. 
 

….even with VYL (very 
young learners) 

…..in fact that is the only 
way we can teach VYL 

Everything is 
sequential 



       Why is it important to think about sequences? 
 
 
- Every learning ‘unit’ has stages.  This might seem obvious, but in CLIL, 

where learners are faced with the extra challenge of the L2, it’s 
important to know how these stages will differ in their demands.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- True of primary, secondary and tertiary education.    



Orientation Complication Resolution 

An educational ‘event’ 
(3 Stages/Phases) 

          This is clearly ‘linear’ 



Orientation Complication Resolution 

         An educational ‘event’ 

A single lesson 

A series of lessons 

An entire topic (weeks, months?) 



Orientation 
(Starter) 

Complication 
(Main course) 

Resolution 
(Dessert) 

Sequential stages (3 main ‘moves’) 

   Synthesis, re-cap, revision 

  Quiz, test, exam,  

  group presentation 

‘Events’ typical of 
resolving content: 
(resolution stage) 



Why sequence theory 
helps us to plan effective 

CLIL teaching  

What happens in 
these 

stages/phases? 

…in terms of the types of knowledge 
expected to be taught/learned?  

(Concepts) 

…in terms of the types of activities? 
(Procedures) 

…in terms of the language that 
accompanies the learning? 

(Language) 



Two overlapping notions 

‘Stages’ 
Orientation etc… 

‘Dimensions’ 
Concepts  

Procedures 
 Language 

Fixed Flexible 
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For example: A sequence of 3 weeks/12 hours classtime = one topic 

Orientation 
stage 

Complication 
stage 

Resolution 
stage 

0-1. Establishing pre-knowledge/warmers/stimulating interest 
1-2. Introductory  
2-3. Main conceptual content 
3-4. Concluding the main conceptual content. Synthesis. Checklists.  
4-5. Assessment activity(ies). 
5. Feedback/self-assessment (reflection) 
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But this could be a single class too! 

Orientation 
stage 

Complication 
stage 

Resolution 
stage 

0. Establishing pre-knowledge/warmers/stimulating interest 
1. Introductory  
2. Main conceptual content 
3. Concluding the main conceptual content. Synthesis. Checklists.  
4. Assessment activity(ies). 
5. Feedback/self-assessment (reflection) 
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Let’s take the ‘orientation’ stage 

Orientation 
stage 





 
 
What do we need to 
learn?  
 
How will we do it?  
 
For whom?  
 
Using….language? 
 
 
https://www.ekigunea.eus/dbh/eu/edukia/dbh1/
english/eng-1-3/U/7?lang=en  

Video 

https://www.ekigunea.eus/dbh/eu/edukia/dbh1/english/eng-1-3/U/7?lang=en
https://www.ekigunea.eus/dbh/eu/edukia/dbh1/english/eng-1-3/U/7?lang=en
https://www.ekigunea.eus/dbh/eu/edukia/dbh1/english/eng-1-3/U/7?lang=en
https://www.ekigunea.eus/dbh/eu/edukia/dbh1/english/eng-1-3/U/7?lang=en
https://www.ekigunea.eus/dbh/eu/edukia/dbh1/english/eng-1-3/U/7?lang=en
https://www.ekigunea.eus/dbh/eu/edukia/dbh1/english/eng-1-3/U/7?lang=en
https://www.ekigunea.eus/dbh/eu/edukia/dbh1/english/eng-1-3/U/7?lang=en
http://www.ekigunea.eus/edukia/dbh1/english/eng-1-3/U/7
http://www.ekigunea.eus/edukia/dbh1/english/eng-1-3/U/7


Inventions:  ‘Orientation’ (Stage 0-1) 

Copyright Phil Ball 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2g_3ovCnbd4  

‘Light’ 
conceptual 
emphasis 

‘Light’ (fun) 
procedure  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2g_3ovCnbd4


Inventions Activity (stage 1-2) 

Copyright Phil Ball 

Some 
indication of 
the language 
that will be 
needed for the 
eventual task 

Passive 
(common 

in Tech 
discourse) 

‘Temporal’ 
language 

Function 

Hypothesis 



Inventions Activity (2) 

Copyright Phil Ball 

Now they use the previous 
scaffolds to practise the 

type of  discourse that will 
eventually be needed in the 

Final Task 



Simple 
overview of the 

sequence 
concept 

Simple visual 
to support 

concept and 
procedure 

The examples 
use technically 
correct subject 

discourse 
(CALP) and 

make it salient 
by repetition 



Simple 
scaffolds for 
orientation 

stage 

Open ‘safe’ 
activity 

(procedural 
emphasis) 

Further 
scaffolds to 

support 
simple 

discussion 
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Orientation 
stage 



Let’s look again!  What was the 
‘shape’ of that sequence? 
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It represented the ‘orientation’ stage 

Orientation 
stage 



                     First taste of the ‘starter’ =  

 

           Concept involvement + language indicators 



‘Exploratory’ activities 
        (interactive)  

Mainly ‘BICS’ but some 
basic ‘CALP’ (embedded 
and re-cycled) 
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A typical CLIL ‘orientation’ sequence 

Orientation 
stage 

 
- Concepts (light) 
- CALP indicators 
- Interaction 
- Exploratory (talk - BICS) 
- Open/safe 
- Scaffold-rich  
 



            Mercer’s 3 types of talk (Mercer, N. 1995) 

Exploratory 

Disputational 

Cumulative 

From less 
structured 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To more 
structured 
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Complication 
stage 

Complication/Development 



Introduction of 
denser text 

Reading 
strategies to 
identify and 

develop the main 
concepts (that 
will be needed) 



Changing subject – ‘Micro-organisms’ (Biology) 
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Complication 
stage 

Complication/Development 

Ok – in groups, make a list of 

all the defences that you think 

the human body has to prevent 

micro organisms from causing 

infection 

Other white blood cells 

digest any cells that the 

antibodies adhere to. 

(More ‘CALP’ sounding)   

  Increasing linguistic demand 
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Complication/Development 

C6H12O6 → 2C3H6O3 + 2 ATP 

Glucose → Lactic Acid + (Energy) 

As opposed to aerobic, anaerobic 

respiration refers to the oxidation of 

molecules in the absence of oxygen, to 

produce energy.  (written text) 

CALP – Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency 
‘Secondary discourse’ (Gee, 2001) 
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Orientation 
stage 

Complication 
stage 

A ‘CALP journey’ 
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                                          ‘Resolution’ (Back to Technology)  

Resolution 
stage 



Synthesising 
the concepts 

 
(Stage 3) 



Student checklist 
before 

presentation  
(procedural) 

 

= Final summative 
task preparation  

(for an exam) 



  
Self-assessment 

(after tasks) 

Note the emphasis 
on the 3 

dimensions 



‘Stages’ 
Orientation etc… 

‘Dimensions’ 
Concepts  

Procedures 
 Language 

If teachers are aware of  

these stages 

If the learners are aware of the 

stages (and their different 

demands) 

If we’re aware of which 

dimension is being prioritised 

If we make the learners 

aware of this (‘let’s just 

take a look at the language 

here….’ 



….then the teaching-learning process, using an 
additional or foreign language…………. 

 
….is facilitated 

……I think! 



The Shape of  a CLIL Sequence 



       ball.philip6@gmail.com 

Thanks for listening!  


